Studies on a central site of action for naloxone in endotoxin shock.
A complete understanding of naloxone's role in shock has not been well established; however, it has been accepted that naloxone applied specifically to the central nervous system can improve the course of the cardiovascular response. The currently available data would suggest that these central effects are mediated via nuclei that 1) are found in both the rostral and caudal regions of the brainstem, 2) contain opiate receptors, 3) interact with the fastigial nuclei of the cerebellum, and 4) possibly receive input from peripheral thermoreceptors. Recordings of neural activity from specific nuclei during shock as well as microinjections and iontophoresis of naloxone onto specific sites is needed to improve the current understanding of this apparently complex process.